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Executive Summary

Findings

• These six cases successfully demonstrate how  Turkish manufactured heavy armament or
weapons  part  of  the  Turkish  arsenal  have  been  delivered  to  GNA-affiliated  factions  in
Libya. Between May 2019 and March 2020, five deliveries were identified from start to fin-
ish. Additional deliveries – successful or attempted – were associated with the vessels or
planes identified. A pattern aiming at concealing the origin of goods, senders and routes to
Libya emerged from the analysis:
◦ Logistics:  using mainly non-Turkish shipping lines for transport,  working with arms

traffickers.
◦ Navigation:  using  coastal  roads  to  circumvent  risky  European  territorial  waters  for

Turkish shipments, departing from a foreign country with a stop-over in Turkey or in-
dicating a false arrival destination.

◦ Technical: spoofing AIS data and “going dark” to avoid detection.
◦ Physical: changing the appearance of the boat.
◦ Human: changing from international crews to Turkish crews prevent any information

leak.
◦ Military:  using  Turkish  military  frigates  to  escort  boats  to  prevent  interception  in

European seas or attacks at the final destination.
◦ Security: strengthening physical and online operational security with less and less op-

portunities to get deliberate or accidental images of vessels, deliveries, materials.

• Research on MV AMAZON indicates a clear violation of the arms embargo by Turkey. We
are able to identify the shipment of a large number of armored military vehicles manufac-
tured by BMC Otomotiv Sanayi ve Ticaret AS, as well as other lethal arms, which were re-
ceived by pro-GNA militias. The shipping operation was conducted by a Turkish company
specializing officially in fruit and vegetable transportation, which has also been involved in
arms trafficking for other armed groups, allegedly including the Russian security company
Wagner.

• The aircraft ER-BAJ appears to be part of a recurring transport link between Turkey and
Libya, operated by civil aviation companies previously involved in arms trafficking:
◦ A Libyan  company,  GASG/Global  Air  Transport,  chartered  the  747  Boeing  and  is

known to have transported arms in Libya and Somalia.
◦ The plane’s owner Aerotranscargo is a Moldovan company previously accused of hav-

ing delivered weapons in Libya and Syria.

• Open source research reveals circumstantial evidence around MV SINGLE EAGLE’s possi-
ble involvement in arms transit, showing:
◦ Turkey could be in violation of the arms embargo by delivering new equipment to Libya

- Hawk and Korkut anti-aircraft defense systems - on the MV Single Eagle.
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◦ The ship is associated with the German subsidiary of the Lebanese Abou Merhi Group:
AML Ship Management GmbH.

• Following the arrest of MV BANA’s captain in Italy on its return from Libya, open-sources
brought to light a new arms shipment from Turkey in violation of the embargo, with the
possible dissemination of the materiel to pro-GNA factions. MV BANA can be identified at
the port of Tripoli and in Turkey prior to its journey. The ship also belongs to the Abou
Merhi  Group,  which  was  sanctioned  for  two  years  by  the  United  States  Treasury  for
logistical support to a drug trafficker affiliated with Hezbollah. Abou Merhi Group and its
affiliates were removed from sanctions list in 2017 but the recent suspected activities raise
questions over this decision.

• MV ANA, owned by an Albanian shipping company, was targeted by an air strike in Tripoli
Port, while allegedly making an arms delivery to the GNA. An attempt was later made to
conceal a second delivery by MV ANA by changing its name to MV PRAY, repainting it
and  spoofing  its  IMO  number  on  the  AIS  system.  Strong  questions  remain  on  the
administrative compliance of MV PRAY with the International Maritime Organization for
the  registration  of  the  IMO number  and  with  Tanzania  for  using  a  Tanzanian  flag.  In
addition, the investigation reveals the likely involvement of military entities in managing
containers not delivered to Libya following the boat interception by the French army.

Approach
• This report investigates the Turkish Government’s support to Libya’s Government of Na-

tional Accord (GNA), setting out a methodology to detect arms embargo violations through
open-source research.

• OpenFacto looked at six suspected cases using the following methodology:
◦ The detection of arms deliveries reported by Libyan newspaper and social media, identi-

fication of the weapons, manufacturers and links with Turkey.
◦ The identification of the mode of transport, vessels/planes, reconstruction of the routes,

identification of shipping companies and assessments of their previous activities.
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◦ The identification of the sender and recipient of the delivery, as far as is possible.

• UN resolutions on the arms embargo on Libya indicate the circumstances under which arms
deliveries are permitted or constitute a violation. Exclusions in Libya are limited to arms
and material protecting international organizations and NGOs, or ensuring order for the rec-
ognized government (GNA) following approval from the UN Committee. None of the case
studies were either declared, approved or fall into the above exclusions.

• Based on the research conducted for this report,  OpenFacto has been able to develop a
methodology for the detection of embargo or sanction violations using open-source infor-
mation. This provides a framework for initial research in the field and also highlights areas
for further investigations beyond OSINT.

5



Turkey’s shadow arms deliveries
_____________________________________________________________________________

Content

Page 3 ………… Executive Summary

Page 7 ………… Methodology

Page 9 ………… Introduction

Page 11 ……… Regime of arms embargo on Libya

Page 12 ……….. Case Study: MV Amazon

Page 37 ……….. Case Study: ER-BAJ

Page 60 ……….. Case Study: MV Single Eagle

Page 79 ……….. Case Study: MV BANA

Page 100...…….. Case Study: MV ANA

Page 109 ……… Case Study: MV PRAY

Page 135 ……… Conclusion

Page 137 ……… Open sources research: a detection tool

Page 140 ……… Identified equipment

Page 145 ……… Glossary

6



Turkey’s shadow arms deliveries
_____________________________________________________________________________

Methodology

The purpose of the project and the resulting report is to demonstrate the effectiveness of open-
source research as a means of detecting and proving potential violations of arms embargoes and
sanctions. Open sources can be defined as all publicly available information which can be found
online.

Throughout the research process, there was no interaction with any individuals with privileged
knowledge or the use of closed or private information sources - all evidence exists in the public do-
main. For demonstration purposes, the project focused on the Libyan crisis, specifically on Tur-
key’s support to Libya.

First, the authors determined a generic supply chain model mapping an arms supply transaction be-
tween Turkey and Libya. This allowed us to break down the research question into smaller parts
and begin to identify where relevant information could be found.

Based on this generic model, the authors focused their research on four areas:

1. Detection of Turkish military equipment used in Libya through the announcements of
Libyan officials and/or posts on social media.

2. Identification of the material made in Turkey or belonging to the Turkish arsenal and
transferred to Libya.

3. Identification of the recipients of the equipment and their affiliation.
4. Detection of the means and method of transportation and identification of the companies

involved.

Based on this supply chain model, the authors surveyed authoritative sources such as UN panel of
experts reports, as well as coverage in Libyan and Turkish newspapers. The authors also surveyed
official announcements published by the Libyan National Army (LNA) and Government of Na-
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tional Accord (GNA) on social media to identify posts mentioning any delivery of Turkish arms in
Libya.

From this point, the authors cross-checked the reports with any visual evidence of a shipment that
could be found on social media: video or images of the delivery in itself. These findings were veri-
fied to ensure the information was accurate, and not recycled images or evidence being misused by
a party. Social media posts were also vital in helping identify the recipients of deliveries, and also if
materiel was appearing in the Libyan military landscape for the first time.

Based on this research, the authors were able to establish potential delivery windows and looked at
the activities of Libyan ports within the timeframes in order to identify any suspicious boats travel-
ing from Turkey to Libya. Additional data was then gathered using MarineTraffic, including boat
names and IMO numbers. When investigating potential air deliveries, the authors researched visual
evidence of planes stationed at Libyan airports, and cross-checked with data from FlightRadar24
and free satellite imagery where available (Sentinel Hub and Google Earth).

Once enough evidence was gathered to be confident a delivery had taken place, the authors looked
at identifying the corporate structures owning and operating the boats or planes. Using Equasis and
FlightRadar24 websites, it was possible to identify commercial operators and owners. Through cor-
porate registers,  combined with LinkedIn and Google research, it  was then possible to identify
some shareholders and key individuals, and explore their background and previous operations.

This report’s methodology has several limitations. First, the analysis and conclusions in this study
are based exclusively in open-source research. This study captures a snapshot of the procurement
chain which was in the public domain at the time of the research. Second, OpenFacto has had no
access to bill of lading or airways bills to compare with visuals on social media or how shipments
were recorded on official export documentation. Third, while OpenFacto uses official corporate
records to verify some corporate holdings and commercial relationships, this information only rep-
resents a snapshot of corporate activity at a given time: records may not be updated regularly, may
not be consistent or wholly accurate, and may not have the same standards of reporting across juris-
dictions. Finally, the report should serve as a basis to raise further questions, identify gaps and
launch deeper investigations and subsequent analysis.

Unless explicitly stated, the mention of an individual, company, organization, or other entity in this
report does not necessarily imply the violation of any law or international agreement and should
not be construed to so imply.
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Introduction

The current crisis in Libya is rooted in the civil war that erupted in early 2011 during the “Arab
Spring”, which triggered an intervention from a NATO-led coalition on the grounds of protecting
the civilian population. Gaddafi was ousted from power following the fall of Tripoli to the rebel
forces on August 20th 2011, although pockets of resistance remained, especially in Sirte. Gaddafi
was captured and killed by rebel fighters in October 2011. The fall of Gaddafi’s regime resulted in
the emergence of several armed groups and militias manned by former official military forces and
rebel fighters, fueling instability and violence in the country.

Violence escalated following disputed elections in 2014, which resulted in two rival administra-
tions, with Fayez al-Sarraj at the head of the Government of National Accord (GNA) in Tripoli and
Khalifa Haftar leading the Libyan National Army (LNA) from Tobruk. Under the Libyan Political
Agreement, led by the United Nations and signed in December 2015, the GNA is officially recog-
nized as the sole legitimate executive authority in Libya.

In the subsequent conflict  between the two sides,  the LNA has seized large portions  of Libya
through  successive  offensives:  Benghazi  in  2017,  Derna  in  2019  and  an  attempt  on  Tripoli,
launched in April 2019.

Map in April 2020 (blue: GNA, red: LNA, green: other militias) – LiveUA maps

In recent years,  a number of foreign powers have become involved in the conflict,  supporting
different parties. Although backed by the UN, the GNA relies mainly on military and financial
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assistance  from Turkey and Qatar.  The LNA is  military  supported  by  Egypt,  the  United  Arab
Emirates and Saudi Arabia. France and Italy are displaying political preferences based on their
national security interest: counter-terrorism in the Sahel and the migration crisis facing Europe.
While the US is officially supporting the GNA, the country has remained distant from the conflict.
Russia seems to be more and more involved on the LNA side with a more visible presence of PMC
Wagner.  

While an arms embargo has been in place since 2011, numerous violations have been documented
and remain ongoing. Currently, both parties to the conflict receive support from foreign mercenar-
ies, weapons and military equipment, and technical support in violation of the sanction measures.
Investigative reports and news articles have identified Jordan, Turkey and the United Arab Emi-
rates as routinely supplying arms to the conflict.
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Regime of arms embargo on 
Libya

In response to violence against civilians in Libya, UN Security Council Resolution 1970, adopted
in February 2011, imposed an arms embargo on the country. This resolution was complemented by
later additional resolutions. 

The provisions of the embargo determine what is permitted and forbidden in Libya in terms of the
supply of arms, lighter weapons, training and technical support, as well as inspection frameworks. 

The arms embargo on Libya is a ‘two-way’ embargo: it requires all UN member states to prevent
the sale or supply to Libya of arms and related material of all types, and prohibits the export by
Libya and procurement by UN member states of all arms and related material. 

This  embargo  includes  all  arms,  weapons,  ammunition,  military  vehicles  and  equipment,
paramilitary equipment and spare parts. 

Some exceptions are carved out of the embargo provisions and include: 

• Protective clothing (including flak jackets and military helmets for UN staff, humanitarian
and media workers and associated personnel) temporarily exported to Libya

• other sales or supply of arms and related material, or provision of assistance or personnel
with an advance approval by the UN Committee on Libya

• small  arms  and  light  weapons  temporarily  exported  to  Libya  for  the  sole  use  of  UN
personnel,  media  and  humanitarian  workers  and  associated  personnel  with  advance
notification to and absence of negative decision by the UN Committee on Libya.

• lethal arms and related materiel of all types, intended solely for security or disarmament
assistance to the Libyan authorities  with  advance approval by  the UN  Committee  on
Libya. 

Failure to comply with these provisions constitute a listing criteria to impose targeted sanctions
(travel ban or assets freeze) to individuals and entities. According to paragraph 23 of resolution
1973 (2011) and paragraph 11 (e) of resolution 2213 (2015), individuals or entities having violated,
or assisted in the evasion of, the provisions of resolution 1970, particularly the arms embargo, or to
have assisted others in doing so can be listed on targeted sanction list. 

The case studies in this report all represent potential violations of the arms embargo: they are all
examples of arms supplied by a UN member state to Libya without prior advanced notification, late
notification or approval from the UN Committee on Libya. 
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Case Study: MV Amazon

On 18 May 2019, images and videos appeared on social networks showing a Moldovan-flagged
ship  delivering  armoured  vehicles  in  Tripoli  Port.  From  that  starting  point,  this  OSINT
investigation demonstrates the following:

• A clear violation of the arms embargo on Libya by Turkey through the shipping of a large
number of armoured military vehicles made by BMC Otomotiv Sanayi ve Ticaret AS1 and
other military lethal arms.

• A research on social networks helps identifying some of the pro-GNA militias receiving the
shipment.

•  A logistics  operation  used  to  ship  these  vehicles  by  sea  using  a  shipping  company
specialised in fruit and vegetable transportation.

• A study of the shipping company reveals the fleet is involved in arms trafficking for other
armed groups, allegedly including the security company Wagner.

This study builds on the compelling evidence already presented in a UN Security Council panel of
Experts 2019 annual report:

source : UN 2019 Panel of Expert report2

1 https://www.bmc.com.tr/
2 https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/

S_2019_914.pdf
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1. A large volume of Turkish tactical military equipment is delivered 
in Libya to GNA-affiliated brigades

Several videos and photos quickly circulated on social networks and pro-GNA Telegram accounts
on May 18th.  They help us chrono-geolocate the event at  Tripoli Port,  identify the equipment,
estimate quantities and identify the vessel transporting them3.

3 Twitter: https://twitter.com/CapteursO/status/1129737310805872640?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp
%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1129737310805872640&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fopenfacto.fr%2Fmv-
amazon-from-delivering-fruit-and-veg-to-arms-shipping%2F and 
https://twitter.com/emad_badi/status/1129739638950780930?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed
%7Ctwterm%5E1129739638950780930&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fopenfacto.fr%2Fmv-amazon-from-
delivering-fruit-and-veg-to-arms-shipping%2F
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1.1. The shipment is independently chrono-located in Libya transporting heavy 
equipment

By using satellite imagery from Sentinel Hub Explorer4 on the 05/18/2019 we can see a large
vessel docked at Tripoli Port. While this image is low resolution, Ben Strick5 has since posted a
better quality image6. We can see a large number of vehicles on the deck, counting at least six rows
of six tactical vehicles – 36 in total – while reports on social networks suggest 80 were delivered.

On Sentinel Hub Explorer, a large vessel is docked at Tripoli Port

4 https://apps.sentinel-hub.com/eo-browser/?lat=32.905222&lng=13.183288&zoom=17&time=2019-05-
18&preset=1_TRUE_COLOR&datasource=Sentinel-2%20L1C

5 https://www.twitter.com/bendobrown
6 https://twitter.com/BenDoBrown/status/1140861700188659712
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source: Maxar

Thanks to satellite images tweeted by Ben Strick, we can even start counting armoured vehicles.

In addition to satellite imagery, photos of the loaded ship can be found on social media at different
stages of its journey Before reaching Libya, the suspicious ship is spotted7 on May 15th southbound
of Chios Strait on its way to Tripoli in Lebanon with covered cargo on its upper deck.

7 https://twitter.com/AegeanHawk/status/1128717298129362944
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Photos by twitter.com/aegeanhawk

As the ship is  docked in Libya and before being unloaded, vehicles on the upper deck appear
uncovered and visible on several photos8 taken on May 18th, 2019, which can be geolocated to
Tripoli Port.  

8 https://www.facebook.com/343295659868687/photos/pcb.365361407662112/365360617662191/?type=3&theater   
and https://i0.wp.com/almarsad.co/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/11636296-AAA9-4C88-B4B3-
F5D678286CEB.jpeg?fit=540%2C720&ssl=1
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Photos on pro-GNA Facebook accounts9

9 https://www.facebook.com/343295659868687/photos/a.343328703198716/365360617662191/?type=3&theater  
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1.2. Turkish BMC Otomotiv vehicles

Photos and videos appearing on the occasion of the delivery give a lot of insight on the shipment
delivered in Tripoli port. There are two types of armoured vehicles on photos circulating.

One type of armoured vehicle

Second type of armoured vehicle

Information on the type of armoured vehicles can be easily gathered thanks to a catalogue uploaded
online by the Turkish government to promote its defence industry. For the first type of vehicles we
can compare the different models by looking at the number of lights on the front and how they are
arranged. It leads us to identify the first model as a Kirpi II model made by BMC.
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Source : https://www.ssb.gov.tr/urunkatalog/en/30/

On its website BMC even promote the Kirpi model as a very resistant anti-mine ambush vehicle.

source : http://www.bmc.com.tr/
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source : http://  www.bmc.com.tr/  

The other vehicle is another type of armoured vehicle looking like the VURAN model released in
2016 with again specific lights on its front.

source : armyrecognition.com
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According to its own website, the company is one of the largest manufacturers of armoured tactical
vehicles in the Turkish defence industry. Established in 1964, its shareholding is majority Turkish
(51%) with an investment from the Industrial Committee of Qatar Armed Forces since 2014. It is
worth nothing that the company’s production site is located in Izmir.

Additionally photos of ammunitions, sniper rifles, machine guns and missiles are posted online by
some of the militias receiving the equipment and sympathising media. It is not possible to locate
the photos at the Port or in the boat.

Source: https://almarsad.co/

 

 

missiles ammunitions PKM machine guns
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machine guns

While the photos seem to be original, the first PKM machine guns photo exists already on an air
soft website.

Source: http://airsoft-gomel.blogspot.com/2012/10/pkm-airsoft-machine-gun.html
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The second machine gun seems to be a Bulgarian MG-M1 7.62 x 54R mm machine gun as we can
see from the cross.

A Bulgarian MG-M1 7.62 x 54R mm machine gun exported to Iraq in 2005. Documented by a Conflict Armament
Research field investigation team in Kobane, Syria, February 201510

The missiles appears to be AT-3 sagger 9k11 malyutka, which are anti-tank guided missile system
developed in the early 1960s by the Soviet Union. It was designed to be a man-portable guided
weapon  This weapon system remains in widespread use today as it is a cost-efficient and simple to
use modern anti-tank guided weapon. These missiles would be largely present in Libya.

AT-3 sagger 9k11 from the shipment  AT-3 sagger 9k11 reference

10 https://www.google.com/url?
sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjPmOb30YHqAhUQ1xoKHRSlCksQFjAAegQIBBA
B&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.conflictarm.com%2Fdownload-file%2F%3Freport_id%3D2568%26file_id
%3D2574&usg=AOvVaw3pcehoGFcMnjJij0C9z74p
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1.3.    Pro-GNA  militias  headed  by  UN  sanctioned  individual  appears  as  the  
shipment’s recipient at the Port

On social networks11, pro-GNA accounts published photos of the vehicles being delivered. A photo
specifically allows to identify individuals linked to Al Samood militia.

Facebook account of Ashraf Mami – photo posted on May 18th 201912

On this photos showing three individuals at Tripoli Port receiving the shipment we have Ashraf
Mami in the foreground (red) and Mohammed Bin Ghazi (blue) in the middle.

Ashraf Mami is an officer at the Ministry of Foreign affairs in the Government of National Accord
but is also an active fighter in a GNA-affiliated militia.

Source: https://www.instagram.com/ashrafmami/

11 Www.facebook.com  
12 https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=2223762154339085&set=pb.100001159674428.-

2207520000..&type=3&theater
24
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On his Facebook profile we can see him fighting and accompanying pro-GNA militia.

Source: facebook.com13

He also appears with Salah Badi,  the commander  of  Al Somoud Brigade,  a now GNA-rallied
militia established as one of the military support base of the GNA. He is believed to be a close aide
to Salah Badi

On these two photos we see Salah Badi, Ashraf Mami and  Mohammed Bin Ghazi
circled in red14

13 https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=2835091416539486&set=pb.100001159674428.-
2207520000..&type=3&theater
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Salah Badi has been sanctioned by the UN and the US treasury OFAC for its attempt to undermine
Libya’s political resolution since 2018.

source: https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm551

Al  Somoud  Brigade  reports  the  arrival  of  the  shipment  on  its  Facebook  page  to  inform  its
supporters.

Source: Al Somoud Brigaade Facebook post15

14 https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=2214456055269695&set=pb.100001159674428.-  
2207520000..&type=3&theater 
https://www.facebook.com/ashraf.mami/videos/vb.100001159674428/2174772555904712/?
type=2&video_source=user_video_tab

15 https://www.facebook.com/%D9%84%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%A1-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%85%D9%88%D8%AF-2383067438376999/
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Mohammed Bin Ghazi would be affiliated with Al Marsa Brigade, which had reported also the
delivery according to Almarsad.co. That could indicate this shipment was split between different
militias.

Source: Facebook page of Al Marsa Brigade16

Finally identifying the shipment’s recipients allow us to confirm from start to finish the violation
by Turkey of the arms embargo. By supporting and supplying a side in the Libyan conflict, OSINT
techniques can demonstrate how Turkey contributes to aggravating the conflict and undermining
political stabilization efforts.

16 https://www.facebook.com/%D9%84%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%A1-  
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%B3%D9%8A_%D8%B3%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%88%D8%AA_-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%AD%D8%AA%D9%8A
%D8%A7%D8%B7-446658106140019/
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1.4. A commercial Moldovan flag vessel: MV AMAZON

Videos and photos show the boat’s name Amazon, IMO 770265717. The vessel can carry the 
equivalent of 450 cars with a net tonnage of 450. It can ship big volumes.

With a Moldovan flag at the time of deliveries in Libya, Moldova has since revoked18 its pavilion
(flag). The ship changed to a Togolese flag, then to a Mongolian flag with the new name Nadezhda.

Source : MarineTraffic

17 https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/details/ships/shipid:148324/mmsi:457090000/imo:7702657/  
vessel:NADEZHDA

18 http://www.maritimebulletin.net/2019/05/29/moldova-suspended-flag-registry-of-turkish-ro-ro-carrying-arms-to-
libya/
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Searching on Equasis allows us to trace Nadezhda’s ownership. Before 2019 and its change of
names and pavilion, AMAZON belonged to Maya RORO SA and has AKDENIZ RORO DENIZ
TASIMA listed as commercial manager.

source: Equasis

2. A journey including the collection of the Turkish tactical 
vehicles at their manufacturing site

By using MarineTraffic’s data, it is possible to trace the journey of AMAZON from Samsun Port to
Tripoli Port.

source: Traffic Marine
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It is interesting to note the vessel starts its journey on May 9th 2019. We notice a 13 hours stop-
over empty at Izmir Port probably to load vehicles as a BMC Otomotiv factory is established there.
  

BMC manufacturing plant location

On Facebook we also manage to find some of the Amazon crew members by looking for photos of
the ship. By clicking on the profile of the man who posted this photo, we understand he is a sailor
and has been navigating on this boat since 2018. Looking at who likes his photos and who appears
on some ship photos we can identify additional members of the sea crew19.

Exploring some of the crew profiles it is possible to identify one crew member who seems to have
travelled to Libya, posting a picture on May 18th, 2019 with the comment “Libia forever”.

19 https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1148836961930230&set=pb.100004118113211.-  
2207520000..&type=3&theater  and https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?
fbid=924093421096520&set=pb.100004876118533.-2207520000..&type=3&theater
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3. A shipping company officially transporting fruits and vegetable 
involved in other illegal arms shipments

Based on the Equasis database, AMAZON belongs to the MAYA RORO company at the time of
the vehicle delivery in Libya. Located at Kat 4, Ataturk Bulvari 140, Kale Mah, Ilkadim, 55030
Samsun, Turkey, this is actually the same address as the entity Akdeniz Roro Deniz Tasimaciligi
Turizm Sanayi ve Ticaret Ltd Sti. After additional online research on the company, it appears to be
linked as a subsidiary to Kalyoncu group (articles here and here). A video published on Kalyoncu
group Youtube account in 2015 showcases its shipping activities, displaying images of AKDENIZ
RORO and AMAZON vessel.
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source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=drG_l8X6mcU

On its Linkedin page and its website, KALYONCU group introduces itself as a company created in
1993 by the Kalyoncu family and specialized in fruit and vegetable export. Later on, the company
developed a fresh product shipping capacity and offers this service worldwide.  

32

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=drG_l8X6mcU


Turkey’s shadow arms deliveries
_____________________________________________________________________________

Source : http://www.kalyoncunakliyat.com

Until 2019 its subsidiary, ADKENIZ RORO, owned a fleet of other vessels, including the boat
URAL (IMO 7725386), which have all been since transferred then to a new entity called ALESTA
RORO GEMI ACENTELIGI. Since 2019, all the ships have been transferred to new corporate
entities making it harder to link them to the ultimate beneficiary Kalyoncu.
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Corporate structure until 2019
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Corporate structure since 2019

We can link the new entity Alesta Roro to Kalyoncu group thanks to its manager Ahmet Yilmaz,
who is also working for Kalyoncu Group as per his twitter account.

Source: dnb.com
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In  addition  to  fruit  and  vegetable  deliveries  and  Turkish  arms  shipment  to  Libya,  it  appears
Kalyoncu has experience in transporting military equipment. In 2018, URAL vessel was stopped at
Sfax Port in Tunisia by local customs for inspection. They discovered Russian vehicles and military
equipment on board. It is unclear if the containers were destined to Libya or mercenaries like the
security company Wagner.20

source : http://www.maritimebulletin.net/2018/02/16/secret-russian-arms-shipment-cargo-ship-with-arms-detained-in-
tunisia/

20 https://insurancemarinenews.com/insurance-marine-news/cargo-ship-ural-mysteries-continue/   
https://www.shemsfm.net/amp/fr/actualites_tunisie-news_news-nationales/188416/exclusif-les-equipements-saisis-
a-bord-du-navire-russe-video
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source : https://twitter.com/trbrtc/status/988936628554162176
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Case study: ER-BAJ

On December 14th, 2019, a pro Libyan National Army (LNA) Twitter account publishes a video
showing strikes led by General Haftar army the day before. According to this pro-LNA account
these strikes were targeting a shipment transported from Turkey to the airport of Misrata by a 747
Boeing some time before.

OpenFacto has been able to analyse the circumstances surrounding the strikes with open-sources.
Several  elements  are  suggesting  that  the  claim  from  the  LNA these  strikes  were  aiming  at
destroying arms delivered from Turkey are plausible:

• The strikes were targeting warehouses located within the airport.
• A 747 Boeing 747 from Turkey did land at Misrata airport a few days before the attack.

A deeper open-source analysis reveals the existence of recurring aviation liaisons between Turkey
and Libya, operated by civil aviation companies involved in arms trafficking in the past:

• A Libyan company, GASG/Global Air Transport, chartered the plane 747 Boeing and is
known to have transported arms in Libya but also in Somalia,

• The plane’s owner is a Moldavian company, Aerotranscargo, accused of having delivered
weapons in Libya and Syria in the past.

OpenFacto believes these air liaisons could be used by Turkey to provide military equipment to the
Government of National Accord (GNA) of Fayez el-Sarraj based on these circumstantial evidence
which is in violation of the arms embargo on Libya.

1.  Strikes  on  GNA controlled  Misrata  airport  aimed at  destroying
hangars  deemed to be storing Turkish Bayraktar TB2 drones  by the
LNA on December 13th 2019.

1.1. LNA claims strikes responsibility with the objective to destroy Bayraktar TB2
drones storage

We find online the claim of the strikes on Misrata airport  in a letter  published by the General
Command of the LNA armed forces. He warns against deliveries of weapons from Turkey by air
and sea under the support agreement Turkey signed with Tripoli in November 2019 and explains
that the bombing targeted the warehouses where the Turkish Bayraktar TB2 drones were stored.
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Source : https://twitter.com/spoxlna/status/1205792679180800000?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm
%5E1205792679180800000&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fopenfacto.fr%2Fcabine-or-hold-transporting-arms-by-air%2F

« The Libyan Air Force carefully planned to target the storage locations for TB2 drones in the 
Military Air Academy in Misrata »

There are other videos and photos posted by pro-LNA accounts that report this incident. A photo 
posted online on December 13th announces the imminent attack on the airport:

source : https://twitter.com/LNA2019M/status/1205550477569646596

39

https://twitter.com/LNA2019M/status/1205550477569646596
https://twitter.com/spoxlna/status/1205792679180800000?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1205792679180800000&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fopenfacto.fr%2Fcabine-or-hold-transporting-arms-by-air%2F
https://twitter.com/spoxlna/status/1205792679180800000?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1205792679180800000&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fopenfacto.fr%2Fcabine-or-hold-transporting-arms-by-air%2F


Turkey’s shadow arms deliveries
_____________________________________________________________________________
A photo and video of the strikes were then published, including a tweet about the destruction of
containers transported by a 747 Boeing from Turkey:

source : https://twitter.com/LNA2019M/status/1205568717352054785

source : https://twitter.com/LNA2019M/status/1205623578730860544
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A reverse  image  search  shows  that  the  first  image  is  from November  2019  and  was  already
published on Facebook:

source : https://www.facebook.com/1398481250464250/posts/2365150287130670/

The publication of an old photo to illustrate the imminent attack as if it  was taken on the spot
invites us to be careful about the information disseminated online by pro-LNA accounts around this
event.

The other videos of the strikes seem to have been put online for the first time in December 2019.

The description of a video posted online on December 19th details the targets that would have been
striken by the LNA: a Turkish air defence system, 3 ammunition caches, military vehicles by the
Turkish industrial BMC and a container full of 12.5mm machine guns.

41

https://www.facebook.com/1398481250464250/posts/2365150287130670/


Turkey’s shadow arms deliveries
_____________________________________________________________________________

Source : https://twitter.com/LNA2019M/status/1207748881066405888

OpenFacto  sought  to  verify  in  open-sources  whether  the  LNA strikes  were  indeed  aimed  at
destroying weapons delivered by Turkey.

1.2. Damages to warehouses can be spotted on satellite images

Thanks to Google Earth satellite imagery history,  we can see damage caused by the strikes by
comparing images from December 13 during the day, a few hours before the strikes, with those
from December 20.
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More strikes at the end of December destroyed the remaining hangars:
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source : https://twitter.com/obretix/status/1210307965280018441

This verification confirms that it was indeed warehouses that were targeted by the December 13th 
strikes on Misrata airport complex.

2. A 747 boeing commercial cargo travelled from Turkey to Misrata 
on December 13th

From September 1st to December 12th, Mitiga Airport in Tripoli was closed after suffering severe
damage following General Haftar’s air strikes. During this period, Misrata Airport took the role as
a strategic airport for the GNA. As a window to the outside world, Misrata Airport was for several
months  the  only  civilian  airport  in  the  region,  from  which  Libyan  airliners,  Libyan  airlines
Afriquiyah Airlines, Libyan Wings and Libyan Airlines, as well as cargo lines, Global Aviation and
Services Group (GASG), Buraq Air and Afriquiah Airlines, operated.

On December 13, 2019, Google Earth shows a plane resembling a Boeing 747 loading or unloading
cargo at Misrata Airport:
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Satellite images satellites of Misrata airport on Google Earth on December 13th, 2019

Photo of the ER-BAJ plane taken on December 7th, 2019. Source: Jetphotos

It  is most likely  ER-BAJ, a Boeing 747 that was at  Misrata Airport on that date according to
Flightradar.24 The yellow and red colours of the aircraft, visible on the satellite image, match those
of ER-BAJ.
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Flightradar24

3. Are there two pilots in the plane? Aerotranscargo flying a recurring
line to Libya often chartered by GASG Libyan company

Flightradar24 database, above, gives us information about ER-BAJ:

• Plane type : Boeing 747-412.
• Serial number (MSN)21, unique plane identification : 27071.
• Airline : here Aerotranscargo.
• Call sign22: a registered code for the aviation authority and identification of the company 

operating the flight.

A closer look at the ER-BAJ’s flight history shows the use of call signs beginning with ATG, but 
sometimes with GAK, followed by a sequence of numbers. Over the past year, the ER-BAJ used 
this call sign only on December 12 and 13 to fly to Libya. Searching a database of call signs, we 
come across the Libyan company Global Aviation and Services Group (GASG).

Thus,  during  these  flights,  the  ER-BAJ  aircraft,  usually  operated  by  Aerotranscargo,  was
operated by GASG.

airlinecodes.info

The website Aerotransport.org23, a database containing aircraft registration information from more
than 60 countries, confirms that  ER-BAJ is operated by Aerotranscargo, a Moldovan company
with a fleet of several aircraft.

21 http://www.aerotransport.org/php/go.php?action=definition_msn  
22 https://www.flightradar24.com/blog/clearing-up-call-sign-confusion/  
23 https://aerotransport.org/
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Searching for other Aerotranscargo aircrafts flying to Libya with GAK call sign (thus operated by
the Libyan airline GASG), we find 24 flights between May 2019 and the end of December 2019
between Turkey and Libya registered on FlightRadar.24. Most of them follow a similar pattern: a
departure from Sharjah in the United Arab Emirates to Turkey (Istanbul and Trabzon) under ATG
call sign (Aerotranscargo), then to Libya under GAK call sign.

ER-BBJ

ER-BAJ
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ER-BAM

Number of flights with GAK call sign used by Aerotranscargo planes from May to December 2019:

In addition, from November 2019 to April 2020, ER-BBJ has accumulated more than 20 flights to
and  from  Libya  under  ATG  call  sign  (Aetrostranscargo)  via  Ostend  (Belgium)  and  Algiers
(Algeria). Articles in Africa Intelligence Online of 2016 mention that Aerotranscargo would have
operated  in  one year  more  than  50 flights  to  Misrata  and Mitiga  from the  airports  of  Ostend
(Belgium),  Cologne (Germany),  or Trabzon and Istanbul  (Turkey),  thanks to a Boeing 747 air
freighter.

Without customs documents or photos showing the opening of containers or pallets, it is impossible
to identify the cargo on the ER-BAJ plane, or even to be certain that it was its cargo that the LNA
strikes were aimed at.

Nevertheless, it is clear that Aerotranscargo has established recurrent air liaison between Turkey
and Libyan GNA-controlled territories.
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4. A common link between GASG and Aerostranscargo: Emirati 
tarmac
A common link between Global Aviation and Services Group and Aerotranscargo? Tarmacs in
the middle of the Emirati desert.

4.1.   Aerotranscargo, on the Moldavian trail  

With a quick look on the company’s website we can find the planes fleet identified in the different
routes to Libya.

Source: https://www.atc-md.aero/

The aviation transport company was founded in 2011 by Mihail Şcemeliov. He has been managing 
two other companies in the aviation sector: Air Stork and Technoaer.

Source: https://srl.md/en/person/scemeliov-mihail
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4.2. An operational base in the UAE

This is the only Moldavian aviation cargo company24 authorized to fly in the European air space
since  2019.  Aerotranscargo  is  specialized  in  cargo  transport  all  over  the  world.  While  its
headquarters are located in Moldova, its  website indicates a subsidiary dedicated to operations
based in Sharjah in the UAE. We discover that Aerotranscargo seems to be locally known under
two entities with one having a different name: Aerotranscargo FZE and Aviation Transport Services
FZE.

A profile on the regional job market social network BAYT shows the two companies mentioned 
together. Looking a bit more we discover they share the same address and phone number in 
Sharjah.

BAYT account

source : https://ae.kompass.com/c/aviation-transport-services-fze/ae807266/

24 https://balkaninsight.com/2019/04/18/moldova-promises-action-as-eu-bans-11-airlines/
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Same address, same phone number in Sharjah for Aviation Transport Services FZE and the address
mentioned on Aerotranscargo’s website.

Aerotranscargo Linkedin Account https://www.linkedin.com/company/aerotranscargo-fze

This  could  confirm  the  route  scheme  observed  earlier  with  planes  stationed  in  Sharjah,  the
company’s  operations  base.  As  an  operator  approved  by  the  EU  and  other  foreign  aviation
authorities  Aerotranscargo can rent its  certificates and planes to  other  companies.  Looking at
other call signs on route historic, we can see other clients apart from GASG in Libya like Bismillah
airlines in Bangladesh.

4.3.   Global Aviation and Services Group, a Libyan transporter  

The Libyan company  Global Aviation and Services Group was created in 2003 by a Libyan
businessman, Captain Abdusallam Ibrahim Aradi. It put in place a weekly liaison with Turkey and
Ostend in Belgium thanks to Aerotranscargo chartering services. We can use the company’s social
networks to identify Abdusallam Ibrahim Aradi on a photo taken on the occasion of the signature of
a new partnership.
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Source: Facebook25

In 2015 or 2016, the company is renamed  Global Air Transport, but keeps for a while the two
brands on its promotional material.

Source: Facebook

25 https://www.facebook.com/516279425109347/photos/a.525171767553446/615805521823403/?type=3&theater  
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The company is presented on its website as an aviation company catering for cargo and passengers.
We can have an idea of goods volume options thanks to some delivery photos: cars, big pallets.

Source: Facebook26

On GASG Facebook account we can find photos of Aerotranscargo’s planes, like this one of the
ER-BBJ.

Source: Facebook27

A Facebook  post  points  out  to  headquarters  located  in  the  UAE,  offering  an  integrated  cargo
solutions via a company called Quick Link.

26 https://www.facebook.com/Global-Air-516279425109347/  

27 https://www.facebook.com/Global-Air-516279425109347/  
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We can find a link between GASG and  Quick Link Aviation Services FZC on an employment
website in the UAE. The entity’s role is clearly detailed:  Quick Link Aviation is a commercial
agent for aviation fret on behalf of GASG in Libya.
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Source: https://bossjob.ph/company/quick-link-aviation-services-fzc-17735

We understand the commercial and transactional relations between  Aerotranscargo and  GASG
could have taken place in Sharjah.

5. Tarnished reputations in the past

5.1.   Aerotranscargo     : an alleged arms transporter to Syria and Libya  

Aerotranscargo‘s reputation was quite damaged by some investigations published in the media but
also conducted by the UN panel of experts.

On April 15th 2015 a Belgian newspaper  Het Laatste Nieuws  28   relied on Libyan sources and the
UN panel of experts reports to confirm  Aerotranscargo was transporting arms from Ostend to
Libya destined  to  armed groups fighting against  Tripoli  government.  A UN panel  of  experts’s
report  29   published on February 23rd, 2015 was indeed referring to arms delivery from Belgium and
the UAE to Libyan airports including those controlled by GNA loyalists.

28 https://www.hln.be/nieuws/binnenland/-illegale-wapentrafiek-van-oostende-naar-libie~a9cf652b/
29 https://www.undocs.org/S/2015/128
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On July 27th 2016  OCCRP  30   released an investigation on arms transfers from the Balkans and
Eastern Europe to Syria via the UAE, Turkey and Jordan. The consortium published exclusive
flight  documents  31   listing what  was inside  Aerotranscargo ER-BAM plane in  the summer  of
2015. On June 30th and July 14th, 2015 the plane would have carried dangerous goods packaged by
several employees from the Belgian logistics company Aviapartner from Ostend to Misrata. The
plane would have also transported arms from Saudi Arabia.

In 2017, the UN panel of experts32 reported that the company’s services were used to ship several
times military equipment and some personalities to support Marichal Hafter’s side.

5.2.   The Aradi’s clan alleged links to the GAN and a few services for the LNA  

Global Aviation and Services Group  has also suffered from being accused of arms trafficking
several times. In 2006 the company was held responsible for delivering armoured vehicles and
transporting military personal in Baidoa, Somalia in a UN Panel of Experts report33.

The UN panel of experts on Libya has also mentioned  GASG in its latest report34 published in
December 2016.  On July 26th,  2019 the company had chartered  a  plane  from  Deek Aviation,
owned by a UAE based businessman called Jaideep Mirchandani. The plane was hit by the GNA
on Jufra aviation base which controlled by the LNA for having transported military equipment
destined to the LNA.

In addition, the company could have some political ties with Tripoli. In March 2015 the company
published a press release35 signed by its CEO Abdul Salam Al-Aradi denying the control of an
individual named Abdul Razag Al-Aradi in the company’s shareholding.

30 https://www.occrp.org/en/makingakilling/making-a-killing/
31 https://www.undocs.org/S/2015/128
32 https://www.undocs.org/S/2017/466
33 https://fas.org/asmp/resources/govern/109th/S2006913.pdf
34 https://undocs.org/S/2019/914
35 https://www.facebook.com/Global-Air-516279425109347/  
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This  individual  is  a  representative  of  the  Justice  and  Constrution  Party,  close  to  the  Muslim
Brotherhood in Libya and an ex member of the National Transitional Council. He is allegedly close
to Sarraj.
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According to Africa Intelligence36, these two persons would be cousins and the Aradi clan a very
important  family  in  Libya.  On  Facebook  we  can  only  see  Abdulrazag  Aradi’s  and  GASG
commercial director Nizar Aradi’s contacts. Both of them have a friend in common, Mohammed
Aradi, which seems to be a weak link.

source : Nizar Aradi’s Facebook profile with GASG CEO contact and Mohamed Aradi

From one side or the other, the two companies seem to have supported one or the other army in
Libya by concluding cargo shipping agreement.  By shipping from Turkey to  Misrata  a  GNA-
controlled airport in December 2019, the two companies have allegedly positioned themselves for
Turkey/GNA this time.

36 https://www.africaintelligence.fr/aif/insiders/libye/2016/04/28/abdelhakim-belhadj-des-milices-de-mitiga-au-
business-international/108146711-be1

58



Turkey’s shadow arms deliveries
_____________________________________________________________________________

6. UAE ban on Moldavian cargo planes and OSINT limits of this 
analysis

On February 1st, 2020 Emirati aviation authorities implemented a ban on Moldavian cargo planes
flights from/to the UAE officially on safety grounds. This new regulation must have had a direct
impact on Aerotranscargo and Global Air/Global Aviation and Services Group cargo operations
to Libya. One can wonder if the UAE has used safety as a pretext to kick out a company used
mainly by the Libyan side the country does not support.

Source: https://theloadstar.com/uae-bans-moldovan-cargo-operators-from-its-airports-citing-safety-fears/

The analysis of open-sources is faced with some limits. It is impossible to notice and record banned
equipment without the existence of leaks or whistle blowers giving access to some missing pieces
like photos and custom documentations.
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Case study: MV SINGLE 
EAGLE

Mitiga airport, located 11km from Tripoli in Libya was hit on January 5th, 2020 by bombings37

from  General  Haftar’s  side.  The  airport  was  supposed  to  cater  only  for  civilian  passengers,
representing a  strategic link to the outside world. Yet several sources close to the LNA suggested
Turkish troops38 were deployed within the airport to support the GNA. In January 2020, videos
started  circulating  on  social  networks  showing  a  new  Turkish  anti-aircraft  defence  system
transported  from  Tripoli  and  deployed  on  Mitiga  airport  premises.  The  LNA spokesperson
commented on these videos on January 18th.

37 https://www.libyaobserver.ly/inbrief/mitiga-airport-suspends-air-traffic-twice-less-6-hours
38 https://aawsat.com/english/home/article/2109676/libyan-national-army-turkey-building-secret-military-base-

tripoli’s-mitiga
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From this starting point and with the objective of establishing the chronology of events, open-
sources research reveals circumstantial evidence showing:

• Turkey  could  be  in  violation  of  the  arms  embargo  by  delivering  anti-aircraft  defence
equipment  on  the  MV  Single  Eagle  (Hawk  and  Korkut  systems),  introducing  new
equipment to Libya 

• The ship is associated with Lebanese Abou Merhi Group’s German subsidiary

1. OSINT circumstantial evidence demonstrates the delivery of a 
Turkish air defence system to Tripoli by a commercial ship owned by 
a Lebanese company
It can be challenging to produce rigorous and solid evidence using only open-sources as some key
information  is  not  available  online.  Nevertheless,  it  is  possible  to  accumulate  circumstantial
evidence which provide the basis for a deeper investigation by investigators and analysts. This
second research step would aim to refine and verify the facts and fill in additional gaps.

1.1.   New Turkish air defence system in Libya  

In this case, a video published on January 17th and images on February 11th, 2020 show an anti-
aircraft defence system transported on a truck and positioned at Mitiga’s airport:
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source: Facebook, Twitter and https://libya24.tv/news/266101

The  video  shows  what  seems  to  be  a  Korkut  short-range  air  defence  system,  which  can  be
identified thanks to the unique wheels and shape of the lowered canon. It consists of a one tracked
armoured vehicle fitted with a 35mm twin-cannon using air burst ammunition able to destroy air-
to-ground missiles, cruise missiles and UAVs. It can also be used against helicopters and fighter
aircraft flying at low altitude with a maximum range of 4km. This system has been manufactured in
Turkey by Aselsan39 since 2016.

39 https://www.aselsan.com.tr/en/capabilities/air-and-missile-defense-systems/self-propelled-and-air-burst-munition/
korkut-self-propelled-air-defense-gun-system
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Photos from the airport seem to show a US-made mid-range anti-aircraft system with a number of
component elements often fitted on wheeled trailers, making the system semi-mobile.

MIM-23 Hawk, made by the US firm Raytheon, is a medium-range surface to air missile which we
can recognize by their very specific shape when sitting on their launcher units.
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We can see a radar which looks like an AN MPQ 64 – a US short-range aerial defence radar, also
part of the HAWK system.

Performing a reverse image search on screen shots from the video shows the images are published
as of January 17th, 2020. This appears to be the first appearance of the Korkut system in Libya.
This element could help us date the images and potential delivery to around January 17th, 2020.

Searching SIPRI’s database for arms trade by type of system confirms Turkey acquired 8 HAWK 
systems (version XX1) through a licence in 2005 from the US for 100 million USD.

One can question if the suspected delivery described in our case study is in accordance with export
control restrictions applied to US arms licenses. 
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1.2.   The truck geolocated next to the Ministry of Tourism close to Tripoli Port  

In  the  background,  we  can  see  a  building  with  three  windows  and  two  small  openings.  Our
hypothesis is that the truck is transporting the Korkut from the port to the airport. From this starting
point, we can try to identify buildings with these specifications. A search on Google maps and a
browse of associated photos in the area of the port, quickly point to the Ministry of Tourism, which
seems to match the building on the video.  

Ministry of Tourism
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The truck went in front of the Ministry with the port to the back of the person taking the video.

1.3.   A shipment transported by MV Single Eagle  

Delivery is likely to have taken place by sea, given the heavy equipment. With this hypothesis in 
mind, we can look at vessels docked at Tripoli Port circa January 17th.
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Ships docked at Tripoli Port circa January 17th 2020. Source MarineTraffic

Two ships attract our attention: Karim Allah, a livestock transporter type and Vento Di Scirocco, a
container transporter type. These are two prime candidates because of their size, foreign origin and
brief stay in Tripoli Port. But a quick search online does not highlight any notable results, such as
links with Turkey or a stop-over at a Turkish port. They do not exhibit unusual behaviour, and their
transponders have remained turned on and do not  show travel through Turkish waters.  But  on
January 16th, 2020 posts emerged on social networks from Libyan accounts mentioning a new boat
which does not appear on the MarineTraffic list: MV Single Eagle.

An example from a Facebook account alerting on the arrival of MV Single Eagle - https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?
story_fbid=117501896439693&id=103326034523946

1.4.   MV Single Eagle by turning off its GPS system becomes a ghost ship in Libya  

MV Single Eagle (IMO: 8708830) is a vehicle-carrier type of vessel under a Panama flag. In the
Equasis  database,  Dytamar  Shipping  Ltd  is  listed  as  MV Single  Eagle’s  owner.  The  ship  is
managed by Rana Maritime Services SA and operated by African Mediterranean Lines.
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Source : Equasis

Looking closely  at  its  route  around January  17th,  we can  see  it  is  leaving Mersin  in  Turkey,
supposedly destined for Hamburg in Germany.

By carefully  looking at  the  boat’s  AIS data  transmitted  by its  transponder  (indicating its  GPS
location on a regular basis), we realize the transponder was turned off on the morning of January
15th and switched back on the afternoon of January 17th. The vessel could not be tracked for more
than 48 hours.
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source: MarineTraffic

Based on its last registered AIS data on 01/15 we can locate the boat off the Libyan coast near
Tripoli, heading in the direction of the port.

Last position sent by Single Eagle on 01/15

When the team switches back the transponder they are already sailing alongside Tunisian waters in
the direction of Europe.

69



Turkey’s shadow arms deliveries
_____________________________________________________________________________
Therefore, we could deduce the delivery took place on January 16th. 

2. MV Single Eagle is used for a car shipping business from Germany 
to Lebanon and belongs to a German affiliate of a Lebanese company

Looking closely on social networks, Single Eagle appears to frequently transport vehicles from 
Europe to Libya.

Facebook account of First United Company 

As mentioned earlier,  Single  Eagle  is  commercially  operated  by  African  Mediterranean Lines,
based at the following address: Orient Queen Homes Building, John Kennedy Street, Ras Beirut,
Beirut, Lebanon. Looking closer at the address displayed in Equasis, we find that « Orient Queen
Homes » is actually a hotel and the company is located on the ground floor.
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On the map, another company is located at the same place: Abou Merhi Cruises which organizes 
cruises on the Orient Queen boat according to its website40. 

source : Orient Queen website

Abou Merhi Cruises is linked to a holding called Abou Merhi, headed by Merhi Ali Abou Merhi. 

source : 5index

40 https://www.orientqueen.com/
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Abou Merhi Lines SAL Offshore seems to be an offshore vehicle in Lebanon.

Source: 5index.com

The ship’s trips are advertised online by Ali Abou Merhi, a manager from the company AML Ship
Management gmbh, established in Hamburg in Germany. The advertisements are branded African
Mediterranean Lines. In a Facebook post published on January 15th, it is announced that the vessel
will go to Misrata and Bengazhi, with an expected time of arrival to Germany on January 27 th. This
post gives us additional confidence that the vessel was at Tripoli Port around January 16th.
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Facebook account of Abou Ali Merhi41

AML Ship Management gmbh seems to be the local entity behind African Mediterranean Lines
with identified directors Abou Ali Merhi (identified on Facebook) and Josef Nasr. They replaced
Wajdi Nasr and Abdel Bassal.  

41 https://www.facebook.com/ali.a.merhi
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Source:OpenCorporate

Since its  creation in 2011, AML Ship Management  has  several  changes  in office location and
directors. 

Source: northdata.de

We get a better view of the links between directors and corporate entities with this chart publicly
available from northdata.de with a company – Abou Merhi Linieangentur GmbH now dissolved –
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linked to a former director of AML Ship Management – Wajdi Youssef Nasr who was put under
sanctions by OFAC as an affiliate of Abou Merhi Group before getting cleared (see next chapter). A
current director, Joseph Nasr, is linked also to a newly created company. 

Source: northdata.de

“African Mediterranean Lines”, which appears on the Facebook post, seems to be a legal entity as
we can also find a mention of it on google as an offshore corporate entity identified with Abou
Merhi Group in Lebanon.
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Source: Infospectrum42

42 http://portal.infospectrum.net/searchorder/GoogleCompanySearch.aspx?CompanyId=108579
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We  can  find  a  website  with  Jade  Car  Logistics  logo  which  allows  you  to  book  shipping
transportation. They advertise SINGLE EAGLE vessel. 

source: car-booking.online

Looking up the domain name, it appears to be registered by AML Ship Management GmbH. 

source: whois domain tools

We are not able using open-sources to link Rana Maritime, the owner of the boat, to this Lebanese
group. But with the elements we have, we can hypothesise that MV Single Eagle could be operated
through a leasing agreement between Rana Maritime and Abou Merhi group. This type of financial
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structure is quite common in the shipping sector. Yet, some questions remain. In the next chapter
we will add more details on Abou Merhi Group, which owns another ship – MV BANA - that has
been suspected of transporting arms to Libya.
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Case study: MV BANA
At the end of January 2020, a video circulated on Twitter showing Turkish military equipment
destined for Libya that was allegedly delivered on January 28th, 2020.

source: https://twitter.com/isozygio/status/1223184321827213313

On February 5th, 2020, the Italian authorities in Genoa43 seized and searched BANA vessel while it
was calling there on its return from Libya, arriving on February 2nd. This event seems to 
corroborate the facts reported in January 2020. Based on this evidence, using only open-sources we
brought to light:

43 https://www.genova24.it/2020/02/traffico-darmi-tra-turchia-e-libia-perquisizione-a-bordo-della-bana-sequestrati-
documenti-mappe-e-la-scatola-nera-230495/
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• Violation of the embargo by Turkey with a new arms shipment.
• Possible dissemination of the material to the pro-GNA factions.
• Presence of a boat from Turkey at Tripoli port.
• The use of a carrier of Lebanese nationality on several occasions.
• A possible link between the current owner of the boat and a Lebanese entity sanctioned for

two years from 2015 to 2017 by the United States Treasury for its logistical support to a
drug trafficker affiliated with Hezbollah.

1. MV BANA, a commercial Lebanese vessel, escorted by military 
Turkish frigates to deliver Turkish military equipment to Libya

1.1.   MV BANA with its GPS system off can be tracked on its way to Libya by   
satellite images and photos

Based on MarineTraffic data, BANA is a regularly sailing to Libya. Yet on January 28th no data 
mentions its arrival to Tripoli.

BANA en route to Italy.

Two options  can  explain  the  data:  either  BANA never  went  to  Tripoli  on  these  dates,  either
BANA’s crew has switched off its AIS transponder, a sort of transmitter/receiver that gives the
boat’s GPS position on a regular basis.

In this case Twitter can be a solid starting base to compare and compile the work others have done. 
This ship of interest was indeed already spotted by some ship spotters.

As we can trace back the boat’s journey using its AIS data released occasionally, it is possible to
make them match with some satellite images showing Turkish military frigates escorting the boat.
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source: https://twitter.com/PutinIsAVirus/status/1223233891382763520

On the occasion of the Berlin Conference French President Macron44 mentions Turkish frigates
escorting ships.  It  is  interesting to note the ship turned off its AIS transponder while reaching
Turkish shores with a day gap between January 22nd and 24th. 

Source: MarineTraffic

The ship seems to have made it to Mersin before heading to Libya. A photo found on social media 
published on January 23rd is geolocated at Mersin Port, confirming the direction the ship took on 
January 22nd. 

44 http://www.opex360.com/2020/01/30/deux-fregates-turques-croisent-au-large-de-tripoli/
81

https://twitter.com/PutinIsAVirus/status/1223233891382763520


Turkey’s shadow arms deliveries
_____________________________________________________________________________

Source: MarineTraffic on Januarry 22nd and 24th 

In the background: M/V Bana on January 23, before her departure to Libya
(blue and white, in the middle) and a warship (grey, on the left)

Source: Instagram, January 23, 2020

Similar photos appear on social networks around January 28/29 with military frigates identified as
G-class. While it is not possible to date the photos, they seem to corroborate @PutinisVirus’s work
matching satellite images with AIS data.
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MV BANA escorted by a frigate

source : https://twitter.com/MaritimeSecuri1/status/1222309812727418892

On January 28th a boat with the same colour scheme and a significant size is docked at Tripoli Port
according to satellite images from Sentinel Hub Explorer. This could be BANA.
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BANA vessel at the centre of this screen shot next to the unique blue warehouse on the right 
(image from Sentinel Hub).

1.2.   Heavy equipment delivered in Tripoli ?  

The video mentioned at the start of this article shows tanks, armoured vehicles and heavy artillery.

Screen shots from the initial video

We  can  identify  some  of  the  equipment,  mainly  from  Turkish  manufacturers.  This  artillery
equipment fitted on wheels seems to be a Oerlikon 35 mm Twin Barrel Anti-Aircraft Gun which is
manufactured under licence by MKEK45. It is a towed anti-aircraft gun.

45 https://www.mkek.gov.tr/en/product.aspx?id=52&source=Products&pid=1454
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Source: original video and BBC documentary Turkey’s Ghost Ship46

Reference photo

On this screenshot we can see in the foreground Korkut air defence system by ASELEAN and
tanks, which could be the T-155 Firtina (front, canon insertion, wheels) is a 155mm 52 calibre self-
propelled howitzer manufactured in Turkey by a consortium of Turkish Defence Companies.

46 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yW8f9ptdY_o
85



Turkey’s shadow arms deliveries
_____________________________________________________________________________

Source: BBC documentary Turkey’s Ghost Ship

Reference image for Korkut Image reference for T-155 Firtina

The last equipment which we can identify seems to be a ACV-15.  The ACV-15 is a light combat
tracked armoured vehicle developed, designed and manufactured by the Turkish Company FNSS
Savunma Sistemleri.

Source: BBC documentary Turkey’s Ghost Ship Reference image for the ACV-15
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A reverse image search of these screen shots can let us know the video has not been published
before its release end of January. However, it is not possible at this stage to confirm this shipment
was on BANA even though the date and mentions in Italian media seem to be relevant indications.

Finally a testimony from a crew member interrogated by the Italian police in Genoa confirms some
of the equipment on the boat with the addition of Mercedes jeeps used with anti-tank guns mounted
on them47. 

Source: BBC documentary Turkey’s Ghost Ship

2. A ship already known from the Turks and Libyans…

This late January journey to Libya was not the first one for BANA (imo: 7920857)48.

source : MarineTraffic

47 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yW8f9ptdY_o   On the topic of German origin weapons in Libya: 
https://www.tagesschau.de/investigativ/report-muenchen/waffenembargo-libyen-101.html 

48 https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/details/ships/shipid:413810/mmsi:450568000/imo:7920857/vessel:BANA
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2.1.   A ghost journey in November 2019 with a turned off AIS system  

Having a closer look at BANA’s AIS data over the past months reveals the ship turned off its
transponder in November 2019 at large of the Libyan coast for more than 36 hours from November
15th to 19th.  

Source:Marine Traffic

Looking at its journey, it starts at the port of Istanbul which the ship departs on November 11th.

On the 14th, the ship enters the Mediterranean waters.
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On the 15th at 23h18 the ship switches off its AIS transponder at about 286.3 nautical miles from 
Misrata at a speed of about nine knots.
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The ship turns back on its transponder on the 19th at the end of the afternoon 55 nautical miles
away from the Libyan coasts. Assuming the destination was Misrata Port, the vessel would have
arrived on the 17th in the early morning at around 04h00 and would have departed on the 19 th in the
morning at around 11am.
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There is no trace of MV BANA at Misrata Port during these dates. The only vessel coming from 
Turkey to Misrata is MV KOSOVAK.

Coincidently the LNA spokesperson released a statement on November 18th following targeted
strikes on Misrata due to the delivery by ship of 18 armoured vehicles.
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Source; facebook.com/spoxlna

The release mentions MV KOSOVAK as the Turkish ship transporting the vehicles. While there are
no images to prove it, the likely presence of MV BANA at the same time at Misrata Port with a
turned off transponder appears to be very suspicious. In addition, MV KOSOVAC leaves Misrata
on the 19th for Khoms before heading back to Turkey, which is bold for a boat suspected of illegally
transporting military equipment.

2.2.   Deliveries under its old name – Sham 1  

When looking at matching the vessel’s IMO to old names we realize that the old name Sham 1 is
already known in Libya for its military deliveries

source Equasis
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According to a UN Security Council  report49 ,  the ship has been identified as a transporter of
military equipment in January and April 2017. It is interesting to note that the vessel was used to
deliver military vehicles in January 2017 to Tobrouk to General Haftar forces, which Turkey does
not support.

https://www.refworld.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/rwmain/opendocpdf.pdf?reldoc=y&docid=5b641bfd4

3. MV BANA is linked to Abou Merhi Group, a former sanctioned 
entity for its logistics support to some Hezbollah operations

According to MarineTraffic BANA belongs to a company called Med Wave Shipping S.A.

49 https://undocs.org/pdf?symbol=fr/S/2017/466
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According to world-ships50 which gives the addresses of shipping companies, we find again our 
target company located in Jordan, but we are unable to identify who is in control or if the company 
is still active.

source: https://world-ships.com/company/66dfa48e8744828694bf140b63a01650

With the Lebanese flag as a hint, a second look on Equasis database gives us a new address in
Lebanon.

Med  Wave  Shipping  company  is  registered  on  a  paywalled  database  dedicated  to  Lebanese
corporates (2$ per report). Med Wave Shipping’s principal activity is the acquisition of ships with
the specific mention of Sham 1, BANA’s old name. The company seems to be a special purpose
vehicle  set  up  to  buy  the  boat.  No  information  is  available  on  the  company’s  directors  and
managers, or on the local law firm that structured the transaction. This entity is likely to be part of a
larger corporate network whose ultimate beneficiary cannot be identified at this stage using open-
source information.

50 https://world-ships.com/
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Source: 5index.com

3.1. A history under sanctions for logistic support to an Hezbollah affiliated 
group

Looking closer at the address displayed in Equasis (Ground Floor, Orient Queen Homes Building,
John Kennedy Street,  Ras  Beirut,  Beirut,  Lebanon),  it  is  the  same address  as  in  the  SINGLE
EAGLE chapter for African Mediterranean Lines, which we established is linked to Abou Merhi
holding.
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By looking at BANA ownership history we can see that Abou Merhi Ship Management SAL and
AML Ship Management Gmbh were the former commercial manager and safety standard manager,
based in Lebanon and Germany respectively. AML Ship Management GmbH is also managing the
Single Eagle vessel.

Source : Equasis

A quick look on search engines shows the two companies belong to Abou Merhi Group. This
holding with investments in maritime shipping, tourism, real estate is managed by Merhi Ali Abou
Merhi, a Lebanese businessman.

In October 2015, Merhi Ali Abou Merhi and some of his collaborators and companies are listed on
the OFAC51 sanction list for links with the Joumaa network, affiliated with Hezbollah, for its role in
drug trafficking and money laundering.

51 https://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/jl0196.aspx
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source: treasury.gov

« Orient  Queen  Homes »,  Abou Merhi  Hambourg,  and  the  old  BANA owners  –  the  transport
maritime entities – as well as the boat under its old name « City of Misurata » were also under
sanctions. The boat was transferred to the Med Wave Shipping entity in December 2015.

source:Equasis

The vessel becomes SHAM I in February 2016. Have they changed the ship’s name and transferred
its property title in a new legal entity to circumvent commercial sanctions? This is one hypothesis 
but this lead from Equasis is not enough to demonstrate it and it is not possible to go further using 
open-sources at this stage.
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source: Equasis

However, on January 31st in an interview for Lebanese TV52, Abou Merhi CEO recognized he is
the owner of BANA vessel.

بانا          الى ون شام من الباخرة اسم تغيير جرى  :لماذا

الأمريكان                   مع مشاكل لدي كان عندما وانا ون، شام واسموها اشتروها سوريين، لجماعة بعتها أنا مصراتة، الباخرة اسم كان

   ...    . وطلعت             أوفاك على الأمريكان اتهمني عندما بواخر عدة وبعت الباخرة، بعت الوقت هذا في أنا مثل براءة، وطلعت

       . بانا     سميتها وأنا بعدها الباخرة أخدت رجعت كلكم بتعرفوا ما متل .براءة

At 1:35 minutes, the journalist asked Abou Merhi CEO why the name of the ship changed from
SHAM I to BANA. He answered “The name of the ship was Misurata, I sold it to a Syrian group,
they bought it and called it SHAM I, and when I had problems with the Americans and got up
innocence, as I at this time sold the ship, and sold several ships. When the Americans accused
me ... of OFAC and innocence like that, you all know. I came back and took the ship after I named
it BANA.

We can therefore build an approximate organisational chart  linking MV Single Eagle and MV
BANA to Abou Merhi Group.

52 https://www.lbcgroup.tv/watch/chapter/49066/120096/bou-Merhi-cruise-and-turkish-armored-vehicles/en  
Translation with the help of SIRAJ
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Approximate organizational chart linking the two ships of interest to a web of entities. Each line represents a link and
does not imply necessarily an ownership status.

Abou Merhi Group, its  subsidiaries and listed individuals have been de-listed from OFAC53 in
2017. Their  possible involvement in transporting arms with MV Single Eagle and MV BANA
appears to warrant further investigations and questions about Abou Merhi Group’s activities and
their removal from sanction lists.

53 https://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/sanctions/OFAC-Enforcement/Pages/20170509.aspx
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Case study: MV ANA

On February 18th, 2020, a Twitter account broadcasting news from the Libyan National Army 
posted images of the port of Tripoli being bombed by General Haftar’s forces targeting an arms 
shipment from Turkey.

From this starting point, open-source research can show:

• A possible violation of the embargo by Turkey, based on a number of indicators pointing to 
a possible aborted arms shipment.

• The presence of a boat from Turkey at Tripoli Port.

• The use of a non-Turkish transporter to better hide the origin of goods.

• Doubts about the origin of the crew…

1. An arms shipment transported by MV ANA at Tripoli Port was 
diverted to Misrata Port following a LNA attack

1.1.   Video and images circulating online can be geolocated to Tripoli Port  

Images relating to the bombing circulating online can be geolocated to Tripoli port thanks to unique
places like the blue warehouses (in orange), express way curves, mosques (in light green), the sea
front (light purple), and a port building(yellow).
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A  satellite  picture  of  Tripoli  Port  published  by  the  private  satellite  imagery  company  ISI
Intelligence shows the affected boats and smoke in the port, confirming the attack, the date and the
location.

1.2.   An alleged upcoming arms delivery is announced on the LNA official   
communication as a justification for air strikes on the port

On social networks, it is possible to find a post on Facebook dated February 18th, 202054 from the
communication organ of the Libyan National Army, announcing the arrival of an arms shipment
from Turkey and justifying the bombing of Tripoli port.   

Source: https://www.facebook.com/Media.Center.2019/posts/632777927488905

54 http://archive.vn/daSFM
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1.3.   Vessels docked at this time  

The vessel from Turkey, which was in port during the attack, can be dentified by looking at the
arrivals at the port and their origins on MarineTraffic55.

The vessel of interest here is called ANA (IMO : 7369118)56. It appears to have been repainted in 
the following pictures published online around the time of the attack:

A closer examination of the vessel’s journey to Libya shows the boat would have spent 20 days
until March 6th at Tripoli port despite the strikes.

Source: MarineTraffic
55 https://www.marinetraffic.com/
56 https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/details/ships/shipid:465816/mmsi:201100150/imo:7369118/vessel:ANA
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On official  videos  of  Fayez el-Sarraj’s  visit  to  the  port57 after  the strikes,  there is  no footage
showing MV ANA docked near the location that was hit.

Source: Ruptly

An image available on Sentinel Hub dated of February 22nd show no MV ANA docked in Tripoli
Port.

Source;  Snetinel Hub from February 22nd 2020

A look at AIS data reveals the boat turned off its transponder on February 18th in Tripoli Port and 
switched it back on March 8th approaching the Greek islands.

57 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QRTfzi0Vqtk
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Source: MarineTraffic

ANA can actually be spotted at Misrata Port on the 21st of February. The high quality satellite 
image enables us to see the ship is being unloaded.

Source: Maxar for Google Earth, on February 21st 2020.

We can distinguish the white and blue color of the hull and the characteristic red and blue tower.
Vehicles are being offloaded from the ship and trucks with trailers are awaiting nearby. It leads us
to believe that the delivery initially intended for Tripoli instead took place at Misrata Port.
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Source: close-up on MV ANA - Maxar for Google Earth, on February 21st 2020.

On February  21st,  social  media  accounts,  including Al  Samood’s,  post  photos  of  trailer  trucks
transporting artillery equipment, alongside the text “new shipment arrived”. Despite the relatively
limited information, at this stage in the investigative process there is a number of leads that point to
the existence of an arms shipment in violation of the embargo.
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Source: Al Samood brigage Facebook account58

1.4.   Official Turkish declarations confirmed military presence tasked to   
supervise arms deliveries

In the days following the strike on Tripoli Port, Turkish President Erdogan confirmed59 to media
that two Turkish military officers had been killed in the attack. A few days later, their names were
revealed by a Turkish deputy in the opposition party:

source: https://twitter.com/tr_ttmt/status/1235235014205464576?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw

An article on RFI60 states that these two officers were tasked with overseeing the arms delivery at 
Tripoli Port.

 

58 https://www.facebook.com/2383067438376999/photos/a.2383155261701550/3362817587068641/?
type=3&theater

59 http://www.rfi.fr/fr/europe/20200225-polemique-turquie-autour-mort-deux-soldats-libye-erdogan
60 http://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20200226-libye-turquie-officier-renseignements-okan-altinay
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2. Shega Line, the shipping company, from Albania to being chartered
by Turkey to Libya

With the help of MarineTraffic, we can see that MV ANA left Albania on February 1st, 2020 to go
to Mersin in Turkey for a four-day stopover at the port - from February 5th to 9th - before leaving
again for Tripoli, arriving on February 15th.

source: MarineTraffic

A closer look at the previous photos of the ship in Tripoli shows that it has been repainted: the
‘Shega Line’61 lettering has been removed and repainted in blue, and the Albanian flag has been
completely repainted red to camouflage the ship’s origin. One can hypothesize that this is why the
boat stayed docked in Turkey for several days, to allow the paint to dry while the containers were
loaded.

When consulting Equasis62, it is nevertheless clear that the ANA is still registered as the property of
the Albanian company Shega Trans SHA, which was founded in 2018 and specializes in logistical
transport by road, air and sea, with the vessels ANA and OTTO.

Managed by an Albanian self-made man, Shega is using a picture of MV ANA on its Linkedin63 
page. Its maritime shipping service states that it offers shipping only between Ravenna and Durres 
and Ravenna and Shengjin.

61 http://www.shega-trans.com/fleet_en.html
62 https://www.equasis.org/EquasisWeb/public/HomePage
63 http://archive.fo/Wzfl7
107



Turkey’s shadow arms deliveries
_____________________________________________________________________________

Source : Linkedin

3. A change of crew and a new life in as MV PRAY

On February 3rd,  2020,  a  Georgian recruitment  agency specializing in  staffing maritime crews
placed an advert on Facebook64 seeking to recruit additional crew members of Azeri and Georgian
nationality for the ANA ship. The advert states that the owner of the boat is Turkish.

A story in Albanian media appears to suggest that the Shega Trans crew left the boat in Mersin and
was replaced by a Turkish crew at this time. But what follows for MV ANA on its return from
Libya is more intriguing. The following chapter examines its new life, under the identity of MV
PRAY.

64 http://archive.vn/NsfQ8
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Case study: MV PRAY

Following the strikes on Tripoli Port on  February18th, 2020, targeting a shipment brought by MV
ANA, the boat appeared to have delivered its cargo in Misrata Port on February 21st, as per freely
available satellite imagery.  

From this point, open-source research can show:
· MV ANA got repainted and changed identification to MV PRAY.
· The new identification has not been accompanied by an administrative notification and is 

likely to result from AIS spoofing.
· MV PRAY was intercepted by the French army off the Libyan coast on the grounds of it be-

ing an illegal arms shipment.
· The shipment was brought back to Turkey with containers visible in photos.
· The Turkish army has likely been involved in managing the failed delivery back in Turkey.

1. From MV ANA to MV PRAY: a fabricated new physical and digital 
identity

1.1.   The aftermath of the delivery in Misrata: lingering in nearby ports  

MV ANA ended up in Misrata Port on February 21st delivering its shipment as seen on Google
Earth/Maxar imagery.

Source: close-up on MV ANA - Maxar for Google Earth, on February 21st 2020.
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In BBC Turkish Ghost Ships documentary65 MV ANA is believed to have left Misrata on February
24h.   However, the ship’s transponder was only activated on March 8th,  showing the boat near
Greece. Where could it have been for 12 days? A photo posted to Instagram on February 29 th  ,
geotagged at the Libyan port of Misrata, provides the answer.

Source: Instagram posted on February 29th 2020

65 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yW8f9ptdY_o
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The second port in Misrata belongs to LISCO, the Libyan Iron and Steel Company, located to the
East of Misrata Port. We can see on the left hand-side in the background the red crane rail struc-
tures, which we can also see on LISCO Facebook account.

Source: LISCO Port Google Earth

Source: LISCO Facebook page

Was MV ANA damaged? Did the crew perform an assessment of the ship? It’s impossible to say
from open-source information.
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MV ANA reappears with its transponder on March 8th near Greece, and in the docks in Istanbul on
March 11th.  MV ANA’s transponder will stop emitting on March 18th at 18:04:46 UTC.

1.2.   Transforming into MV PRAY physically and digitally with a new name,   
painting and IMO jamming on the AIS system

In a week, the vessel will change its identification. First physically with a new name MV PRAY
which we can distinguish on a photo posted on social media on March 17th.

On the right: M/V Pray in Haydarpasa

Source: Instagram, posted on March 17, 2020

We can see that the tops of the towers have been painted in blue and the name PRAY has been
painted on the hull. Looking at ANA’s AIS data, we can infer it took place between the 11th and
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17th when the ship was docked in a corner place, more suitable for loading side and rear at the same
time.

While there are no containers visible on the upper deck in this photo, they appear on a March 18th
photo,  posted  by  an  employee  of  TCDD – the  port  logistics  company  –  which  specializes  in
moving cranes. The vessel now looks like a container carrier, rather than a passenger ro-ro.

 Source: Instagram, posted on March 18th, 2020

Its digital transformation takes place on March 18th. The last GPS position emitted by ANA is on 
March 18th, at 04h46 in the morning.

On the MarineTraffic map, we can see it docked at the port, and a closer inspection of images from 
Sentinel Hub shows it in the port on the same date.
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ANA’s position on 18/03

Sentinel Hub on 18/03

However on 20th March, the boat is no longer visible on the satellite image, even though ANA’s 
GPS does not indicate any movement.
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Sentinel Hub le 20/03

Interestingly, another ship appears to share ANA’s position on the 18/03: the Tanzanian-flagged 
MV Pray, a passenger boat (IMO 7295666).

MarineTraffic map displaying PRAY position on 18/03
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PRAY has no navigation history and does not appear in any database. Its new AIS parameters in-
cludes a new IMO number but the same hull, which means the AIS parameters are being spoofed.
Indeed, it is not permitted to have a new IMO for the same hull. It has a new flag, but there are no
records of the vessel. Despite having containers on its deck, the ship is declared as a passenger ves-
sel, possibly an attempt to avoid attracting the attention of patrolling military vessels.

This evidence leads us to believe that MV PRAY is MV ANA, and has spoofed its AIS parameters
to give the illusion of a second boat.

2. A failed attempt to deliver a new arms shipment from Turkey
due to an intervention of a French frigate

According to MV Pray’s AIS data, the ship leaves Haydarpasa for Lavrio on March 19 th but soon
after updates its destination to Gabes in Tunisia.

The vessel navigates carefully along the Turkish coastline but with no port of call. This strange
route is difficult to explain unless they are attempting to avoid transiting through Greek territorial
waters. Eventually, the boat leaves Turkish territorial waters and heads in the direction of Gabes.

Source: twitter.com/aegeanhawk
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Source: MarineTraffic

On March 23rd, approximately 166 nautical miles off the Tobruk coast, MV PRAY turns around and
heads back to Antalya.

Source: MarineTraffic

This sudden change of course corresponds to a reported interception by the French Army frigate
Provence to prevent the vessel reaching Libya. According to newspaper reports66, the French army
had intelligence that the ship was carrying weapons to Libya. While no inspection was performed,
the French managed to stop PRAY’s journey and sent it back to Antalya. On its way back, the ves-
sel is escorted by two Turkish frigates. But the involvement of the Turkish army does not stop at es-
corting back rogue ships.

66 https://greekcitytimes.com/2020/03/29/french-navy-intercepts-ship-with-turkish-weapons-heading-for-libya/
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Source: twitter.com/aegeanhawk
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3. The alleged involvement of the Turkish army in managing 
the unsuccessful arms shipment

3.1.   Tracking MV PRAY and its shipment back to Istanbul    

MV PRAY remained in the vicinity of Antalya for about three days, before heading to Mersin.

Source: MarineTraffic

MV PRAY arrived in the port of Mersin on March 31st and we can see it docked at the port on 
April 3rd, 2020.

Source: Mersin Time, April 3, 2020

This pier has been used in the past by  MV BANA docked next to a Turkish warship escorting it
later as it was shown in the MV BANA chapter.

According to MV PRAY's AIS data, it leaves Mersin for Odessa, Ukraine on April 7th.
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Source: MarineTraffic

A photo of the boat taken during its transit of the Aegean Sea on April 9 th indicates it is still loaded
with cargo from its failed deliveries. Therefore, we can assume the cargo still contains weapons.

Source: George Kloutsiniotis, uploaded on MarineTraffic.com, on April 9, 2020

In the end, MV PRAY arrives in Istanbul on April 12th and docks in Haydarpasa.

Source: MarineTraffic
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Its arrival is visible on an open live feed from a camera in Kadikoy, confirming the AIS data.

Source:https://istanbuluseyret.ibb.istanbul/camera
M/V Pray arrives in Istanbul (on the left)

The cargo seems to be in the process of being unloaded on April 14 th, 2020. On the picture below,
the stern ramp is lowered, making it possible to unload vehicles, however the containers are still
visible on the upper deck.

M/V Pray in Haydarpasa on April 14, 2020
Source: Cengiz Tokgoz, uploaded on VesselFinder.com on April 15

The ship is moving and turning on the 15th and 16th of April with a change of position on the 16th 
and another one on the 17th .
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Source: MarineTraffic

A photo taken on April 16th appears to show the ship has been unloaded, with no sign of cargo on 
the upper deck.

Source: MarineTraffic
Photo taken by Yoruk Isik on April 16th and uploaded on April 21st.
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3.2.   The Turkish army maintenance units unloading MV PRAY?  

Other photos of MV PRAY on social media lead us to investigations users posting them. This first 
man is pictured with MV PRAY on the left around April 15th.

On the right: M/V Pray in Haydarpasa, probably on April 15, 2020
Source: social media, posted on April 16, 2020

Looking closely at  his  account,  he seems to be in  the military but  there is  not  too much clue
regarding his immediate environment.
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We can however see an insignia on his cap which could indicate its unit: flame shape.
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This insignia can be found on an army surplus online shop and indicates a unit called ‘Bakim”.

According to the Turkish Ground Forces’s website, BAKIM units are maintenance units in charge 
of maintaining, repairing and transporting military equipment (tanks, helicopters, etc) for the army. 

Another individual posted a selfie on March 15th, 2020 taken on the port of Haydarpasa in Istanbul 
before the departure of MV PRAY to Libya.

Source: social media

He posted several other pictures taken the same day, at the same location. The pictures were posted
at 2:03 PM, from his mobile phone. It could have been a very short stay in Istanbul, as one of his
friends commented: 'Boy, you came in Istanbul, why not telling me?'
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Source: social media

He drives a Ford van, possibly a Ford Transit 350, cabin chassis. At some point, his van was parked
inside the garage / lower deck of the Pray, meaning that his business in Istanbul is related to the
ship.
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Source: social media
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The picture on the left was taken at the entry of the garage, at the stern of the ship (shot from the
stern to the bow). The picture on the right was taken inside the garage of the ship (shot from the
bow to the stern). At this stage the ship seems empty.

Source: social media

He has also posted three 'live' videos on the 15th of March, one in the morning and two in the
evening, showing him driving on a motorway.

Source: social media
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The analysis  of  the  1st video shows that  the individual was driving  on O-4 (westbound,  from
Ankara  to  Istanbul).  He  made  a  rest  stop  at  Düzce  Yeşilyayla  (two  hours  from  Istanbul
Haydarpasa) at 11:30 AM.

Source: social media

The analysis of the 3rd video shows that he arrived in Ankara on the 15th, during the night, driving
on O-4 then on Fatih Sultan Mehmet Bv. He was not alone in the cabin of the van (people speaking
in the background).
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It seems the individual delivered/picked up goods or personal to MV PRAY. Digging further in his 
profile shows he is linked to Turkish Armed Forces.

He is based in Ankara (see his intro and other details on his account).

Source: social media

He visited Topkapi Palace on March 13, and Istanbul airport the day before, so he possibly came a
first time in Istanbul on March 12, i.e., the day after MV Pray arrived at Haydarpasa.

Source: social media
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The individual has a military background (military service in his early twenties, around 1994),
an experience of which he seems quite proud…

Besides pictures of him in his early twenties, no other picture of him in uniform. He does not
mention any current affiliation on his account, but he may work (or used to work) as an electrical
engineer (see recent pictures below).
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He has many contacts in the Turkish Armed Forces and Ministry of Defence. He has 500+ contacts.
About 80% of them don't mention their job, but nearly half of those who are mentioning it are
affiliated to the military. Some recent pictures of him with individuals in military outfits:
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In addition, a significant number of his friends are affiliated to the maintenance branch
of the Turkish Ministry of Defence. For instance:

Source: social media

According to his post, the other man on the picture is the director of '5.ANABAKIM' aka '5.ABM',
which refers to the 5th Main Factory of the Turkish Ministry of Defence. 5. ABM is specialized in
maintaining and upgrading helicopters, including gunships.
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In addition, several of his friends are employed by the 45th maintenance centre (45.BKM). 
45.BKM is specialized in maintaining armoured vehicles.

This individual seems to be working/ have worked for the Turkish Armed Forces as an engineer or
a technician.

Pending questions remain on MV PRAY, especially the individuals spotted on social media before
MV PRAY left  to  Libya and after  it  came back:  are  they fully  affiliated with Turkish Armed
Forces? Were there presences a coincidence or does it reveal the role of Turkish Armed Forces in
handling arms deliveries to Libya? If so, what were their roles? And what was loaded inside MV
PRAY?
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Conclusion

At the time of writing this report a new vessel67 – Cirkin (IMO: 7728699), belonging to AVRASYA
SHIPPING CO LTD68– has  been  spotted  transporting  suspicious  cargoes  from Turkey on two
occasions. On May 28th , 202069, the boat turned off its AIS system and allegedly delivered Turkish
made tanks70 to  Misrata  Port.  During a  second trip,  MV Cirkin was intercepted in  a  maritime
intervention launched by  a Greek  vessel  part  of EU Irini  Operation on June 10th.  The Turkish
frigates escorting the vessel invoked immunity for the ship, citing the fact that it was under the
control of the Turkish State, to prevent an inspection71. The vessel arrived in Misrata Port on June
11th72. MV Cirkin could be another case of shadow arms deliveries by Turkey to investigate further.

Cirkin leaving the Port of Haydarpaşa on June 7th – source: https://youtu.be/H-K1XOcCdCE

This report has examined the role of Turkey in the delivery of arms to Libya, demonstrating the
role  and value  of  open-source research and analysis  as  a  tool  to  detect  embargo and sanction
violations.  By  using  all  available  types  of  sources:  social  media,  maritime  and  aviation  data,
catalogues, free satellite imagery, commercial registers etc, we are able to build a strong picture of
potential violations and accumulate supporting circumstantial evidence. This evidence can provide
the basis to trigger further investigations in order to confirm these findings and build a solid case.

The six cases explored in OpenFacto’s investigation show the delivery of Turkish manufactured
heavy armaments or the transfer of weapons from the Turkish arsenal.  Each delivery has been
shipped using commercial shipping modes to recipients in Libya that are politically supported by
Turkey. In most cases, we are able to identify the type of arms delivered, their manufacturing origin

67 https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/details/ships/shipid:410240/mmsi:677028900/imo:7728699/vessel:CIRKIN  
68 http://www.avrasyashipping.com/gemi/cirkin  
69 https://www.facebook.com/LNAspox/posts/1364456610416105
70 https://twitter.com/DavidBiutitaman/status/1265631294748160002?s=20  
71 https://www.tribune.gr/politics/news/article/671663/lathremporio-oplon-ypo-ton-elegcho-tis-toyrkikis-dimokratias-  

to-peristatiko-me-to-cirkin.html&usg=ALkJrhiHpTpa4Gc4Ky7hMmfizCYXnblyZg
72 https://libya.liveuamap.com/en/2020/11-june-tanzanian-flag-roro-cirkin-is-arriving-to-misrata  
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and the pro-GNA affiliates receiving and using them in warfare. In each case,  it  is possible to
identify  which  shipping  company  was  mandated  to  transport  containers  and  reconstruct  their
journey.

We identify a pattern of behaviour that appears to be an attempt to conceal the origin of goods, the
sender and routes to Libya:

 Using predominantly non-Turkish shipping lines for transport.
 Departing  from a  foreign  country,  with  a  stopover  in  Turkey,  and/or  indicating  a  false

destination.
 Spoofing AIS data and “going dark” to avoid detection.
 Using  indirect  routes  through  Turkish  territorial  water  to  avoid  scrutiny  from  other

countries’ navies for as long as possible.
 Changing ship names and boat types.
 Changing crews to prevent information leaks.
 Strengthening  physical  and  online  operational  security  to  minimise  images  of  vessels,

deliveries, materials.
 Using Turkish military frigates to escort boats to prevent interception in European seas or

attacks at the final destination.

In half of the cases, the shipping companies used in transport had already been involved in sanction
violations on behalf of other clients, both Libyan or international. Some shipping companies appear
to have a strong track record in delivering illegal goods. Most vessels were escorted by Turkish
military navy on part or all of their journey.

The final case study of MV Pray potentially shows the involvement of a logistics division of the
Turkish armed forces in loading and unloading goods before and after it went to Libya.

When taken together,  the six cases appear to constitute clear violations by Turkey of the arms
embargo on Libya as set out by the UN.
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Open-sources research: a 
detection tool

Open source research can help document Turkey’s multiple violations of the Libyan arms embargo.
OpenFacto has been following the conflict in Libya for several months, monitoring open-source
information  and  databases.  We have  specifically  focused  on  the  military  support  provided  by
several international actors to local armed factions, which is contrary to the resolution passed by
the UN Security Council in 2011. This guide focuses on Turkey and its multiple violations of the
arms embargo in Libya. Through six case studies, we will show how open-sources can be used to
identify and document Turkey’s failure to comply with the Security Council resolution, ultimately
contributing and aggravating the conflict. In this article we show the methodology for:

• Identification  of  ships  and  planes  used  for  arms  deliveries  through  cross-checking  of
reports, social networks and the study of traffic to Libyan ports from Turkey and airports.

• Identification of arms delivery networks or mercenaries linked to arms shipping, terrorist
groups and business interest.

• Identification of the Turkish industrials who manufactured the weapons.
• Identification of the GNA as recipients of the arms (supported by Turkey in the conflict).

Using these methods, we have identified multiple examples that taken together point to a state
strategy of concerted support to the Libyan conflict.

Through  these  six  cases,  this  guide  proposes  below  a  methodology  for  monitoring  and
documenting violations of arms embargoes using open-sources.

A methodology for open-source monitoring of arms embargoes

The arms embargo regime is a restriction and/or a series of sanctions that apply to arms in the
broadest sense but also to so-called « dual-use » technologies (understood to mean both civilian
and military).  Arms embargoes  can  have  a  political,  military objective  and be a  peacekeeping
mechanism. It is important to understand what the arms embargo covers in the selected case study
of Libya.

In Libya, the arms embargo regime prohibits the sale or supply of « arms and related materiel of all
types:  arms  and  ammunition,  military  vehicles  and  equipment,  paramilitary  equipment  and
matching spare parts, and prohibits the export by Libya of all arms and related materiel » according
to Security Council resolution 1970 (2011) of the Libya Committee.

When  seeking  to  identify  violations  of  the  embargo  by  a  State  actor  or  otherwise,  the  main
challenge  is  identifying  and  establishing  the  complex  system  of  transactions,  purchasing  and
delivery channels, that are in essence as secretive as possible. In order to be efficient and to try to
direct your monitoring and research effectively,  we propose a focus on three nodes: the actors
involved, the equipment and the delivery circuit.
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Detecting embargoes

The implementation of an arms embargo or sanctions is decided by the UN Security Council or
other  state  actors  such  as  the  European  Union.  The  Stockholm  International  Peace  Research
Institute  lists  them  and  refers  to  the  official  documents  instituting  the  implementation  of
embargoes.

The  UN  Security  Council  establishes  an  embargo  monitoring  committee  by  resolution.  This
committee,  made up of a panel  of experts,  regularly produces  very informative reports  on the
conditions  of  compliance  or  violations  of  the  embargo.  These  reports  are  a  veritable  mine  of
information that focus precisely on the entities or logistical means that make up the circumvention
circuit.

Actors involved

 A good understanding of the conflict in an embargoed country makes it possible to map the local
forces involved, and their known or potential international allies. It is important to understand from
which international actor factions will seek support in order to identify the potential supplier/buyer
relationship that can be established. It’s time to set up your Tweetdeck with lists to keep track of
news and subject-matter experts on your topic of interest.

• To witness  the  material  used  by the  local  armed  group,  social  networks  are  your  best
friends! Photos or videos of material that has arrived at its destination can be collected via
postings by an armed group’s communication organs, or through the social media accounts
of members. These can provide proof of the material’s journey from one point to another:
◦ Follow the pages of the various factions’ media outlets on social networks: Facebook,

Telegram, Instagram…
◦ Follow the pages of social networks dedicated to armed groups or warlords.
◦ Follow local newspapers that support different factions online to retrieve the images.

Equipments

SIPRI provides several databases that give an idea of the volumes of arms exported by certain
countries. In the case of clandestine activity such as the violation of an embargo, the figures will
not necessarily be there, but some indications may attract attention.

• Specialised maritime information sites regularly post news about maritime seizures of
illegal goods or arms: the ports and names of ships are mentioned.

•  Some  organizations  specializing  in  arms  trafficking  research  publish  guides  to
identifying some weapons: Small Arms Survey, Conflict Armament Research and iTrace
portal.

•  Following Twitter accounts: @CalibreObscura, @ArmoryBazaar, @AbraxasSpa, 
@Silah_Report, etc…

•  Via the videos and images posted online: identify the material but also the quantities 
where possible.

Delivery routes

Circumvention of embargoes is carried out by logistics companies that care little for UN Council 
resolutions, often by falsifying export documents. It is therefore necessary to identify the ships or 
aircraft by which the arms are transported and the companies involved.
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The study of the movements of ships and aircraft, as well as of the country’s embargoed ports,
makes it possible to identify the means of transport used to carry the weapons. The basic tools are:
    • Marine Traffic, Vessels Finder.
    • Flight radar.
    • Equasis an interesting ship-related database which makes it possible to identify ownership.
 
Once  in  possession  of  the  company’s  name,  it  is  necessary  to  search  corporate  registration
databases and to check the company’s reputation: presence on lists, jurisdictions, other vessels or
aircraft conducting questionable deliveries, affiliations of directors.
    • OCCRP Aleph large database.
    • OpenCorporate, very interesting for companies in Panama…
    • ICIJ leaks-based database.

Websites  like Panjiva or 52wmb.com may sometimes show the company sending or  receiving
shipment on behalf of the sender or the final recipient (as a consignee): this sometimes makes it
possible to identify an intermediary in the armament supply network and identify volumes.

Finally, it is necessary to cross-check and compile all the findings to see the recurrence of this type 
of over a certain period of time.

139



Turkey’s shadow arms deliveries
_____________________________________________________________________________

Identified equipment

ARMOURED VEHICLES

KIRPI II

Manufacturer: BMC Otomotiv, Turkey

Main  characteristics:  BMC  Kirpi  is  a  mine-
resistant ambush-protected vehicle (MRAP). It
resembles a heavy truck equipped with armour
protection.  Equipped  with  mine  blast-resistant
seats,  the  vehicle  has  the  capability  to
accommodate  up  to  13  personnel,  including  a
driver, gunner, and commander.

Seen on: MV AMAZON

Delivery date: May 2019

Recipient: GNA-affiliated brigades

VURAN

Manufacturer: BMC Otomotiv, Turkey

Main  characteristics:  The  BMC  Vuran  (4X4)
Multi Purpose Armoured Vehicle was developed
to  perform  a  full  range  of  missions  such  as
patrolling,  surveillance,  weapon  carrying  and
security. The V-shaped hull is of all-welded steel
armour construction that provides the occupants
with  protection  against  5.56  ×  45  mm  small
arms fire, although also available is protection
against  7.62  ×  51  mm  armour-piercing  small
arms fire.

Seen on: MV AMAZON

Delivery date: May 2019

Recipient: GNA- affiliated brigades
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ACV-15

Manufacturer: FNSS Savunma Sistemleri

Main  characteristics:  The  ACV-15  is  a  light
combat tracked armoured vehicle able to operate
alongside tanks in a combined arms team. The
ACV-15  is  a  combat  proven  medium  weight,
low silhouette armoured vehicle capable of high
mobility in all kinds of terrain and amphibious
operations on rivers and lakes.

Seen on: MV BANA

Delivery date: January 2020

Recipient: GNA

 

TANK AND ARTILLERY

T-155 Firtina

Manufacturer: Turkish consortium of companies

Main  characteristics:  The  T-155  Firtina  is  a
155mm 52 calibre self-propelled howitzer. The
main armament of the T-155 Firtina consists of
155mm 52 calibre barrel.  A standard 155 mm
M107 high-explosive projectile can be fired to a
maximum range of  18 km or  a  M549 rocket-
assisted high-explosive projectile to a maximum
range of 30 km. The hull and turret of the T-155
Firtina  are  made  in  all-welded  steel  armour
which provide a protection for the crew against
firing of small arms and shell splinters.

Seen on: MV BANA

Delivery date: January 2020

Recipient: GNA
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Oerlikon

Manufacturer: MKEK (under licence)

Main characteristics: The Oerlikon 35 mm twin
cannon is a towed anti-aircraft gun with an Fire
Control  Unit  Skyguard that  detects  and tracks
air targets up to 20 km and computes firing data.
The Oerlikon 35 mm GDF-002 automatic anti-
aircraft gun is used primarily as an anti-aircraft
weapon but can also be applied against ground
targets

Seen on: MV BANA, MV ANA (allegedly)

Delivery date: January & February 2020

Recipient: GNA

AIR DEFENCE SYSTEM

Korkut

Manufacturer: ASELAN

Main  characteristics: KORKUT  is  a  self-
propelled  air-defence  gun  system.  The
KORKUT system can detect, track, identify and
destroy aerial targets.  It is capable of carrying
out missions on heavy armoured platforms such
as  main  battle  tanks  and  armoured  fighting
vehicles. The air defence system can engage air-
to-ground  missiles,  cruise  missiles,  and
unmanned  aerial  vehicles  (UAVs),  as  well  as
low-flying helicopters and fighter aircraft within
the maximum range of 4,000m.

Seen on: MV SINGLE EAGLE, MV BANA

Delivery date: January 2020

Recipient: GNA
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MIM-23 Hawk

Manufacturer: Raytheon, USA (under licence 
HAWK system)

Main characteristics: The HAWK (Homing All
the Way Killer) MIM-23 is an all-weather low
to medium altitude ground-to-air missile system.
The MIM-23B has has a minimum engagement
range of 1.5 kilometres, a maximum range of 35
km,  a  minimum  engagement  altitude  of  60
metres,  a  maximum  engagement  altitude  of
18,000  m  and  a  warhead  of  75  kg  HE
blast/fragmentation.    

Seen on: MV SINGLE EAGLE

Delivery date: January 2020

Recipient: GNA

AN-MPQ 64

Manufacturer: Raytheon, USA (under licence 
HAWK system)

Main characteristics: The AN/MPQ-64 Sentinel
is  a  3D  radar  used  to  alert  and  queue  Short
Range Air Defence (SHORAD) weapons to the
locations  of  hostile  targets  approaching  their
front  line  forces.  The  radar  automatically
acquires, tracks, classifies, identifies and reports
targets,  including  cruise  missiles,  unmanned
aerial vehicles, and both rotary- and fixed-wing
aircraft. It uses a high scan rate (30 RPM) and
operates at a range of 40 km (25 mi).

Seen on: MV SINGLE EAGLE

Delivery date: January 2020

Recipient: GNA
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MACHINE GUNS AND MISSILES

Machine gun MG-1M

Manufacturer: Arsenal, Bulgaria

Main  characteristics:  7.62x54  mm  ARSENAL
Machine Guns MG-1M are powerful automatic
weapons,  used  as  armament  against  enemy
troops and firing points. The MG-1M design is
specially  intended and allows operation of the
weapon in heavy climatic conditions, which are
typical  for  the  regions  of  Middle  East,  south-
east Asia and Africa.

Seen on: MV AMAZON (allegedly)

Delivery date: May 2019

Recipient: GNA- affiliated brigades

AT-3 Sagger 9K11 Malyutka

Manufacturer: Soviet Union origin, used by 
Turkey

Main characteristics: The AT-3 Sagger (Russian
name 9K11 Malyutka) , is a Russian made wire-
guided  anti-tank  missile  equipped  with  a
shaped-charge high explosive anti-tank (HEAT)
warhead.  The  missile  can  be  fired  from  a
portable  suitcase  launcher  (9P111),  armoured
vehicle and helicopters. The missile takes about
5 minutes to  deploy from its  9P111 fibreglass
suitcase,  which  also  serves  as  the  launching
platform. The SAGGER is capable of engaging
targets at ranges of 500 to 3,000 meters and can
penetrate over 400 mm of armour.

Seen on: MV AMAZON (allegedly)

Delivery date: May 2019

Recipient: GNA- affiliated brigades
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Glossary

Abou Merhi 
Group

Lebanese holding group with shipping 
activities

GNA Government of National Accord

Aerotranscargo Moldovan aviation shipping group IMO The International Maritime 
Organization number is a unique 
identifier for ships, registered ship 
owners and management 
companies.

AIS The automatic identification system is 
an automatic tracking system that uses 
transponders on ships and is used by 
vessel traffic services.

Kalyioncu 
Group

Turkish holding group specialized 
in vegetables import/export

Major General 
Ahmed al-
Mismari

LNA spokesman Khalifa 
Haftar

Marshall of the LNA

Al Marsa Brigade based in Misrata and allied 
with the GNA

LNA Libyan National Army

Al Samood Brigade based in Misrata and allied 
with the GNA

MSN Manufacturer's Serial Number is a 
unique number or code assigned to
a unit.

Airway bill Receipt issued by an international 
airline for goods and an evidence of the 
contract of carriage, it is a document of 
title to the goods

MKEK Turkish Defence Industrial

ASELAN Turkish Defence Industrial MV Marine Vessel

Ashraf Mami Foreign Affair officer and aid to Salah 
Badi

Salah Badi Head of Al Samood Brigade

Bill of ladding Document issued by a carrier (or their 
agent) to acknowledge receipt of cargo 
for shipment.

Shega Lines Albanian shipping group

BMC Otomotiv Turkish Defence Industrial Transponder Device that, upon receiving a 
signal, emits a different signal in 
response

Call sign Communication call signs assigned as 
unique identifiers to aircraft.

Port of 
Misrata

GPS coordinates: 32.35415° / 
15.24018°

145



Turkey’s shadow arms deliveries
_____________________________________________________________________________

Fayez el-Sarraj Chairman of the Presidential Council of
Libya

Port of 
Tripoli

GPS coordinates: 32.89762° / 
13.17951°

FNSS Savunma
Sistemleri

Turkish Defence Industrial Misrata 
airport

GPS coordinates: 32° 19′ 32″ nord,
15° 03′ 35″ est

GASG Global aviation and services group/ 
Global air transport

Mitiga 
airport

GPS coordinates: 32° 53′ 40″ nord,
13° 16′ 40″ est
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